
 
 

CONTACTING THE WORLDS OF EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS  

 

Passing of Mike Henry at 84 
 Michael Dennis Henry, born on 15 August 1936 in Los Angeles, passed away on 8 January 2021 at age 84 in Burbank, 

California, although the news was not widely reported until 3 February.  Mike Henry was the fourteenth actor to portray (the 

adult) Tarzan onscreen, starring in three feature films released in the 1960s.  Henry first appeared on the national stage when he 

played on the University of Southern California football team and then in the National 

Football League as a linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers (1958–1961), followed by 

the Los Angeles Rams (1962–1964).  Henry had already appeared on television as a 

teenager, after he had formed a quartet called The Ramblers in the early 1950s, in which 

he provided lead vocals and played guitar.  The band occasionally played on local Los 

Angeles TV stations.  With small roles on television and in a couple of movies, he was 

offered a seven-year contract with Warner Bros., and took advantage of the off-season 

with the Steelers to appear onscreen.  He even considered leaving football while with 

the Steelers to pursue acting, but stayed with the game when he was traded to the Rams, 

putting him closer to Hollywood. 

 Producer Sy Weintraub, continuing to exercise his rights to helm Tarzan on film, had been searching extensively for the 

right person to replace Jock Mahoney when he reportedly discovered Henry through the Rams football TV documentary Men 

from the Boys. The one-hour documentary was produced by Henry, who (naturally) also appeared in the 

show.  Henry noted that Weintraub was a Rams fan who saw his photo in a game program in 1964 and 

contacted him to see if he might be interested in playing the ape-man.  Following a screen test with child 

actor Manuel Padilla, Jr. Weintraub offered him the role.  Henry was looking to leave the NFL at the 

time and readily accepted. 

 Weintraub filmed three movies back-to-back in 1965 and early 1966, then released them one a year 

starting with Tarzan and the Valley of Gold in 1966 (distributed in the U.S. by American International 

Pictures; the second and third movies by Paramount Pictures).  The James Bond movie phenomenon 

influenced Weintraub’s approach to modernizing the Tarzan film canon, characterizing him as a globe-

trotting adventurer equally comfortable in suit and tie and in loincloth. 

 Tarzan and the Valley of Gold began filming on 25 January 1965, 

shooting on location entirely in Mexico:  the Teotihuacan ruins and the 

Pyramid of the Sun, Teotihuacán, San Juan Teotihuacán, Estado de México; 

the caves at Guerrero and near Acapulco; and both the Plaza de Toros and Chapultepec Castle, 

Mexico City, Distrito Federal.  Filmed in Eastmancolor and Panavision (as were the next two), it 

was produced by Weintraub, written by Clair Huffaker, and directed by Robert Day; Henry’s 

costar was Nancy Kovack.  The movie was released on 1 July 1966.  (The novelization by Fritz 

Leiber was the first authorized Tarzan novel by someone other than ERB, and was published as 

the official 25th book in the series by Ballantine Books in April 1966.) 

 Tarzan and the Great River was produced by Sy 

Weintraub, written by Bob Barbash (from a story by 

Barbash and Lewis Reed), and directed by Robert Day.  

Diana Millay was Henry’s costar.  Filming began on 20 

September 1965, entirely on location in Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil at the Rio de Janeiro Zoo, Parque Lage, and Tijuca Forest.  During the second 

week of filming, the chimp that appeared in the first film under his name of “Dinky” 

but as “Cheeta” in this one, bit Henry on the jaw, requiring 18 stitches.  The actor 

suffered monkey fever delirium for three days and took three weeks to recuperate.  

The movie was released on 1 September 1967. 
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 Tarzan and the Jungle Boy was produced by Robert Day, written by Stephen Lord, and 

directed by Robert Gordon.  Henry’s costar was Aliza Gur.  Filming started on 5 December 1965 

in Brazil along the Amazon River, immediately after the previous movie’s filming was completed.  

The movie was released on 1 May 1968.  In addition to the chimp bite and subsequent illness dur-

ing production of the second movie, Henry had suffered dysentery and food poisoning filming the 

first two films, then added the afflictions of an ear infection and viral infection of the liver in 

Tarzan and the Jungle Boy.  He subsequently sued the production company, Banner Productions, 

for negligence and a range of unsafe working conditions he experienced over all three films, 

settling out of court for an undisclosed amount.  Except for movies put together from two-episode 

storylines from the Ron Ely TV show and released in 1970, the next theatrical Tarzan film would 

not appear until 1981’s Tarzan, the Ape Man, starring Bo Derek and Miles O’Keeffe. 

 Citing exhaustion, but also concerned about typecasting and safety on set 

– consider that Henry had to do all of his own stunts and choreograph all of the 

fight scenes – he decided to bow out of his contract to star in the hour-long 

Tarzan television series, which Weintraub began production on soon after completing the third film.  The 

role went to Ron Ely; Manuel Padilla, Jr., the child actor featured in Henry’s first two Tarzan films, had a 

recurring role in the TV show.  However, Henry continued working in the film and television industry, both 

in front of and behind the camera.  He reportedly joined a company that produced TV commercials.  One 

early acting project had Henry starring in a 1967 TV comedy show pilot, Taygar [or Tay-Gar], King of the 

Jungle, produced by Harry Ackerman and Screen Gems (a promotional brochure for the show is on the left).  

Banner Productions and ERB, Inc. filed a $250,000 damage suit claiming that the show ridiculed the Tarzan 

character, and efforts to find a sponsor and sell the series (reportedly to ABC) were dropped. 

 Wasting no time after playing Tarzan, Henry returned to films in limited parts, starting with 1968’s The Green Berets, 

then on television, including nearly a year on the daytime “soap opera,” General Hospital.  He will likely be best known for his 

appearances in the three “Smokey and the Bandit” films, but has the distinction of acting in two films with John Wayne and 

three movies each with Charlton Heston and Burt Reynolds, all of whom he also considered to be friends.  Henry met his wife 

Cheryl while he was working for Ralph Andrews Productions, which produced game shows (they married in 1984).  Henry 

retired in 1988 due to Parkinson’s disease.  His death is attributed to years of complications from Parkinson’s and chronic trau-

matic encephalopathy, the latter brought on by head injuries sustained during his college and professional football career. 

 An extensive 2011 interview of Mike Henry, when he was 73, was conducted 

by freelance journalist Anthony Petkovich.  He arranged it through Henry’s wife, 

who also participated.  The interview appeared in two parts in FilmFax magazine 

issues #127 (May 2011) and #128 (August 2011).  Henry was very gracious and 

generous in his praise for the people he worked with over the years. 

 A sad coincidence is that Diana Millay, Henry’s co-

star in Tarzan and the Great River (right), died the same 

day as Henry; she was 85.  Her acting career spanned 

Broadway, movies, and especially television, where she 

guest-starred on multiple shows and had continuing roles 

on two daytime soap operas, Dark Shadows (which she started soon after finishing 

Great River) and The Secret Storm.  Later she turned to writing, penning I’d 

Rather Eat Than Act (1996), The Power of Halloween (2003), and How to Create 

Good Luck.  An interesting interview of Millay, although related to Dark Shadows, 

conducted about five years ago is posted at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kt 

UxuuK9gs (the photo on the left is from that video). 

 A third star of Tarzan and the Great River had passed away just a month before Henry and Millay:  

Rafer Johnson died on 2 December 2020 at age 86 (photo of Johnson in April 2019 below left).  After win-

ning the 1960 Olympic decathlon gold medal, he turned to acting, starting with 1960’s 

Sergeant Rutledge.  He continued in films throughout the 1960s, expanding to roles in tele-

vision.  In Great River, he played the heavy, Barcuma, leader of the 

jaguar cult (right).  He returned in the next film, Tarzan and the Jungle 

Boy, this time starring as the villain Nagambi, who vies with his brother 

Buhara to lead their tribe.  Johnson’s real-life brother Edward played 

Buhara.  Johnson supported several humanitarian causes throughout his life, notably the Special Olym-

pics, as well as the Peace Corps, March of Dimes, Muscular Dystrophy Association, and American Red 

Cross.  The Best That I Can Be: An Autobiography was published by Doubleday in 1998. 

 A fan’s vision of Tarzan is often influenced by the actor he or she sees in their first Tarzan film.  The 

first Tarzan movie I saw in a theater was Tarzan and the Valley of Gold, in 1966.  Since then, I continued to have a fondness 

for his version of the ape-man.  He was articulate, was comfortable both in civilized and savage worlds, and did not fall into 

romantic liaisons with the women he was there to help.     



 

 
Edgar Rice Burroughs  
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The Burroughs Bibliophiles is the only fan organization and The 

Burroughs Bulletin is the only fanzine personally approved by Edgar 

Rice Burroughs, back in 1947.  The Burroughs Bibliophiles is the largest 

ERB fan organization in the world, with members from around the globe 

and with local chapters across the United States and in England. 

The Bibliophiles also sponsors the annual convention called the “Dum-

Dum,” named for ceremonial gatherings of the Great Apes in the Tarzan 

novels.  Members continue to be influential in all aspects of Burroughs, from publishing critical analyses to writing 

new authorized fiction, including novels in The Wild Adventures of Edgar Rice Burroughs Series and the Edgar Rice 

Burroughs Universe.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For more information about the society and membership, visit the Bibliophiles’ website at 

www.BurroughsBibliophiles.com or The Burroughs Bibliophiles Facebook page.  You can also e-mail the Editor at 

BurroughsBibliophiles@gmail.com, call (573) 647-0225, or mail 318 Patriot Way, Yorktown, Virginia  23693-4639. 

 
Tarzan®, Edgar Rice Burroughs®, The Wild Adventures of Edgar Rice Burroughs Series®, and the Edgar Rice Burroughs Universe®  are registered trademarks of 

Edgar Rice Burroughs, Inc. and used by permission 

JOIN  THE  PREMIER  EDGAR  RICE BURROUGHS  

FAN  ORGANIZATION 

Your regular dues of $35 for U.S. 

members and $45 for non-U.S. members 

include four issues of The Burroughs 

Bulletin journal and monthly The Gridley 

Wave newsletter in pdf. 

Join today and get a free back issue of 

The Burroughs Bulletin.  
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The Burroughs Bibliophiles, Inc is a nonprofit 501c(3) literary society devoted to studying and promoting 
interest in the works, creations, and life of author Edgar Rice Burroughs, including the globally popular icon, 

Tarzan®.  The Burroughs Bibliophiles was founded on 4 September 1960 and adopted The Burroughs Bulletin 
journal, the only such publication personally approved by Edgar Rice Burroughs. 

  

Membership benefits for $35 dues (U.S.) or $45 (international) include four issues of the 
journal, The Burroughs Bulletin, and at least 12 issues of the newsletter, The Gridley Wave, 

(published during the corresponding period as the four Bulletins). 
The Bibliophiles also sponsors an annual convention, “The Dum-Dum.” 

A new membership option – Basic – has been added for members living in the United States ! 
 

 

Membership dues (US funds) – $35 (domestic) or $45 (international) 
 

Regular Membership Dues Paid:  ____ $35 (4 Bulletins, 12 Gridley Waves*) Domestic 

                                                      ____ $70 (8 Bulletins, 24 Gridley Waves*) Domestic 
 

                                                      ____ US$45 (4 Bulletins, 12 Gridley Waves*) International 

                                                      ____ US$90 (8 Bulletins, 24 Gridley Waves*) International 
 

Basic Membership Dues Paid:  ____ $10 (1 Bulletin – current issue, 12 Gridley Waves – pdf only) 

       Domestic only 

            * Preferred delivery of The Gridley Wave is in pdf format sent via e-mail (so please include your  

         e-mail address); do you require paper format delivered by mail instead?  ____ Yes  ____ No 
 

Paid by check or money order:  _____,   or PayPal:  _____,   or cash:  _____ 

New member:  _____       Renewing member:  _____       Honorary member:  _____ 

Burroughs Bibliophiles Membership Card Number (if any):  ______ 
 

Today’s date:  ______________ 
 

 
 

Name:   _______________________________     Nickname:  ________________ 
 

Mailing Address: _______________________________ 

_______________________________ 
 

Optional Information (whatever you are willing to provide): 
 

Phone:  __________________    e-Mail Address:  _____________________________________ 
 

Occupation:  _________________________________________         Age:  _______     Sex (F/M):  ______ 

 
 

____ Yes   ____ No  –  May we list your name, address, phone number, and e-mail address (if provided) in 
the Burroughs Bibliophiles membership directory (available only to other members)? 
 

Send check or money order in US $, made out to “Burroughs Bibliophiles, Inc” and mail along with your membership form to Henry 
G. Franke III, 318 Patriot Way, Yorktown, VA  23693  or  Send money via PayPal to BurroughsBibliophiles@gmail.com [due to non-
profit status, click on “Send money to friends or family”].  You can also e-mail your form to the Treasurer using this e-mail address; 
contact Henry Franke for the electronic form. 
                                                                                                                                                      (Please turn to the next page ) 

The Burroughs Bibliophiles 
 

Membership Form 

 
www.BurroughsBibliophiles.com 

BurroughsBibliophiles@gmail.com 
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How did you learn of The Burroughs Bibliophiles?  (our website, our Facebook page, convention,  
print ad, word of mouth?)  _______________________________________________________ 
 
We are now distributing our newsletter, The Gridley Wave, primarily as an electronic file sent by  
e-mail (in pdf format and in color) instead of as a black-and-white paper copy by traditional mail.  
We will use the e-mail address you provided on the front page of this membership form.  Is there   
any reason why you cannot accept electronic copies?  Y/N:  _____  If Yes, what is your reason? 
(for example, you have no e-mail address):  __________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Here is more information about my interest in Edgar Rice Burroughs and his works (optional): 
 
1.  How long have you been interested in Edgar Rice Burroughs?  _________________________ 
 
2.  How did you become interested in ERB?  __________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  What are your areas of interest?  (books, newspaper strips, comic books, movies, art, etc) 
 
     ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
4.  Do you specialize in any particular area?  __________________________________________ 
 
 
 
5.  Have you written on ERB (printed or online)?  _______________________________________ 
 
 
 
6.  Are you interested in submitting something to The Burroughs Bulletin or The Gridley Wave? 
 
     ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     If so, please contact the Editor, Henry Franke, at BurroughsBibliophiles@gmail.com, or at the 
mailing address listed on page 1. 
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